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What is the Northern 
Health Travel Grant? 


The Northern Health Travel Grant is an 
Ontario Ministry of Health program. It 
helps northern residents of the prov- 
ince pay for travel to receive medically 
necessary care which is unavailable in 
their local area. The program provides 
grants to help reimburse the transpor- 
tation costs of residents who must 
travel 250 kilometres or more within 
northern Ontario or to Manitoba, or 
300 kilometres or more elsewhere in 
Ontario. 


The amount of the grant is based on 
the one-way distance travelled to the 
closest appropriate specialist, as deter- 
mined by the referring physician, den- 
tist, optometrist or chiropractor. 


Who is eligible? 


You are eligible for the grant if: 

e You live north of the French River or 
in any portion of the territorial dis- 
trict of Nipissing lying to the north or 
west of Algonquin Provincial Park; 
and 

e You are referred by a northern physi- 
cian, dentist, optometrist or chiro- 
practor for insured hospital services 
or insured services provided by a 
medical or dental specialist. 


It should be noted that: 

— Insured services rendered must be 
insured services within the meaning 
of the Health Insurance Act. 


— Medical specialist means a physician 
who holds a certificate in a speciality 
issued by the Royal College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons of Canada. 

— Dental specialist means a dentist who 
holds a specialist certificate issued by 
the Registrar of Dental Surgeons of 
Ontario or the equivalent issued by 
the Manitoba Dental Association. 


The Northern Health Travel Grant Pro- 
gram also recognizes medically neces- 
sary travel for: 

— a person who qualifies for prosthetic 
or orthotic devices or specialized 
low vision assessments under the 
Ministry of Health’s Assistive Devices 
Program; 

— services at designated cleft lip and 
palate centres; or 

— services in designated addiction 
programs. 


The business premises where these 

services are provided must be: 

— 250 kilometres (153 miles) or more 
from where you reside, if the referral 
is within northern Ontario or to 
Manitoba; or 

— 300 kilometres (183 miles) or more 
from where you reside if the referral 
is elsewhere in Ontario. 


Companion Grants 


If the patient is under 18 years of age, 
an adult relative or guardian accom- 
panying the patient may also be eligi- 
ble for a travel grant in the same 
amount. This second grant is available 
to the accompanying adult only if 
travel is by air, rail or bus. 


How the grant works 


The amount of the grant for a round 
trip is based on the land distance (one- 
way) between where you live, or the air 
departure point, and where the special- 
ist services are located, whichever 
distance is greater. Patient grants are 
available if you travel by air, rail, bus or 
private automobile. 


Companion grants are not available 
when travel is by automobile. 


Land Distance Grant 
(one-way) (round-trip) 


eee e299 km — $100" 
300- 449km $125 
450- 549km $150 
550- 649 km $175 
650-— 749km $200 
750 — 1049 km $250 
1050 —- 1449 km $300 
1450kmormore $350 
*Only for referrals within northern 
Ontario or to Manitoba. 


Medically necessary ambulance travel 
is an insured service under the Health 
Insurance Act. If, however, you travel 
only one way by ambulance, then you 
may qualify for half the eligible North- 
ern Health Travel Grant for the other 
half of your trip. 


Where a recognized third party, such as 
a social service agency or municipality 
has advanced funds for travel by this 
program, arrangements may be made 
to make the grant payable directly to 
that agency or municipality. 


How to apply 


1. Your referring doctor, dentist, 
optometrist or chiropractor will give 
you an application form for the 
Northern Health Travel Grant. This 
form must be completed by the 
patient, the referring doctor, dentist, 
optometrist or chiropractor, and the 
specialist. For your assistance, 
detailed instructions for filling in the 
form are provided with the 
application. 

2. After you visit the specialist, please 
mail the completed form, plus origi- 
nal air, rail or bus travel receipts to: 

Northern Health Travel Grant 
PORBoOxel2 92 

Kingston, Ontario 

K7L4Y8 

Telephone: 1-800-267-9450 


Receipts are not required for travel by 
Gat 


A cheque will be mailed to you within 
four to six weeks. 


Repeat visits for specialist 
services 


If the specialist has indicated that fur- 
ther visits are necessary, another appli- 
cation form must be filled in after each 
visit. However, you will not need to be 
referred by a northern physician, den- 
tist, optometrist or chiropractor again 
and that section of the application can 
be left blank. 


Application forms for repeat visits are 
available from either the closest OHIP 
office or your physician, dentist, 
optometrist or chiropractor. 


Those who do not qualify 


You do not qualify for this grant if you 
are eligible for benefits under the 
Workers’ Compensation Act, or for any 
health-related travel benefits provided 
under other government programs. 
Also, if you are required to seek medi- 
cal services by an employer, or as a 
condition of employment, you are not 
eligible for this program. 


Information 


If you need more information, please 
contact the Northern Health Travel 
Grant office in Kingston, listed earlier. 
Or, you may wish to contact one of 
these northern Ontario OHIP offices: 


KENORA 

100 Main Street South 

BIN ALSO 

Telephone: (807) 468-9554 
1-800-465-1141 (From Area 807) 


SAULT STE. MARIE 

205 McNabb Street, Suite 205 
P6B 1Y3 

Telephone: (705) 759-8598 
1-800-461-2215 (From Area 705) 


SUDBURY 

199 Larch Street, 8th Floor 

ok oR1 

Telephone: (705) 675-4261 
1-800-461-4006 (From Area 705) 


THUNDER BAY 

435 James Street South 

P7E 6E3 

Telephone: (807) 475-1351 
1-800-465-5067 (From Area 807) 


TIMMINS 

48 Pine Street North 

101 Mall, Suite 110 

P4N 6K6 

Telephone: (705) 264-5388 
1-800-461-9829 (From Area 705) 


Your Northern Affairs Officer may also 
be able to provide assistance in submit- 
ting your application. To find the clos- 
est office of the Ministry of Northern 
Development and Mines, look under 
“Provincial Government” in the blue 
pages of your telephone directory or 
ask your telephone operator for Zenith 
Be60; 
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